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1 Key data 
 

Title The development of a refuse collection vehicle for optimal combined collection of  
 
household waste flows in coloured bags 

Object This contract concerns the development of a refuse collection vehicle that efficiently collects 

household waste flows in coloured bags and delivers them to a sorting centre. For more 

information, see Section 2. “Object of the Contract”. 

This contract is part of the Programma Innovatieve Overheidsopdrachten (PIO) [Programme for 

the Procurement of Innovation] that stimulates the procurement of innovation in the public 

sector in Flanders by providing advice, 

guidance and co-financing. EWI-PIO is therefore acting as a partner. 

Client Limburg.net 

Address Gouverneur Verwilghensingel 32 

3500 Hasselt – Belgium 
 

Contact Wim Govaerts 
 

Tel. +32 (0) 11 36 29 02 
 

@ wim.govaerts@limburg.net 

Advance notice Belgian 

European 
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Summary report on market consultation 2018 

 
This contract researched innovative solutions for a new type of refuse collection vehicle on behalf of a 
collaboration between Limburg.net, the Programma Innovatieve Overheidsopdrachten (PIO) [Programme for 
the Procurement of Innovation], housed under the Departement Economie, Wetenschap & Innovatie (EWI) 
[Department of Economy, Science & Innovation] and other market parties. To achieve this, those directly 
involved in refuse collection were asked about their needs and requirements. The current problems and 
challenges were listed in this report and subsequently formulated as design drivers for the solution that was to 
be developed; this gave direction to the conceptualisation phase in co-creation with various market parties. 
After this phase, six concepts were defined. 

1. Blockpress side loader 

2. Three-compartment loader 

3. Rear-to-top Compactor 

4. Roto-truck 

5. Smart Scoop Sweeper 

6. Smart Materials Slide Sweeper 

In addition to a short description of concept and underlying technology, the unique advantages, risks and 
disadvantages, as well as the development steps for each of these concepts were estimated. Finally, the 
concepts were also weighed up against one another, resulting in recommendations for Limburg.net when 
writing an innovative tender. 

The full report of the market consultation is available at 
http://www.innovatieveoverheidsopdrachten.be/lopende-contracten/ontwikkeling-van-een-optimo-
huisvuilwagen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Publication notice Call for submission of proposals Belgian BDA yes 

European PBS yes 

Method of award 

This concerns a pre-commercial contract for Research & Development services (R&D) where the results are 
not exclusively for the use of the Client in the performance of his own work activities, but also where the 
service will not be fully reimbursed by the Client. Under these terms and conditions, pre-commercial purchases 
of R&D services fall outside the scope of the Wet Overheidsopdrachten [Public Procurement Act] (Article 32). A 
justification for the choice of procedure is provided in Section 3.1. 
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Questions regarding this Call 
 

Mandatory entry “Questions for the Programme for the Procurement of Innovation 
- Optimo truck” 

 
@ wim.govaerts@limburg.net 

Information meeting? 
 

Date and time 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Thursday 3 

October 2018 Thursday 4th of October 2018 

Location  Greenville, Centrum-Zuid 1111, 3530 

Houthalen-Helchteren (B) 

Submission of 
proposals 

 

Method of submission via e-tendering platform 

More info See Section 3.2 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

This Call for submission of proposals is composed as follows: 
 

- This main document (30 pages) 
 

- Appendix 1 (1 page) – Qualitative Selection Criteria 
 

- Appendix 2 (3 pages) – Allocation Criteria 
 

- Appendix 3 (9 pages) – aspects related to intellectual property rights 
 

- Appendix 4 (pages) – response form  
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2 Object of the Contract 
 
This contract concerns the development of a refuse collection vehicle that efficiently handles household waste  
via a combined collection of coloured bags and delivering them intact to a sorting centre.  

 
2.1 Position 

 
2.1.1 Household waste flows in a circular economy 

 
Households currently sort their waste at source; each waste fraction is then collected from the home or taken 
to recycling parks individually. This has encouraged the recycling of household waste, but there is still a lot of 
progress that can be achieved.  
 
We are at the beginning of a transition to the optimal recycling of materials. The cleaner the material collected, 
the easier and more efficient it becomes to recycle it. In the coming years, disruptive approaches and 
technologies will have to (and must) be introduced to create clean streams that can be efficiently recycled with 
a high-value return.  
 
At the same time, there are demographic and social trends that are putting the individual collection of waste 
fractions under pressure. Households are evolving into more compact forms of housing with less space for 
storing waste flows, which is putting pressure on the participation of citizens. Furthermore, increased sorting at 
source leads to increased individual logistic movements, which have both an economic and social cost. At least, 
this is applicable to the current collection method. 

 
 

2.1.2 Description of the Optimo collection system 
 

The current collection system (in its different forms) has reached certain physical and financial limits. The 
system has only one solution to collect any newly-identified waste fraction from homes; this is the creation of a 
new system of collection, resulting in the deployment of additional vehicles and employees. This is not the best 
way of working economically or ecologically.  
 
Limburg.net has used a mobility study to calculate that, in its working area (province of Limburg and Diest), one 
complete collection round corresponds to 10,000 km (this is only for the collection round; transportation to 
and from the depot/processor must be added onto that). For a bi-weekly cycle, this equates to 260,000 km per 
year per waste fraction, much of which is in village and city centres. This means only sufficient volumes of 
waste fractions that are collected by a sufficient number of families are eligible for a door-to-door collection.  
 
For these reasons, Limburg.net went in search of a collection system that would allow the additional collection 
of waste fractions at marginal additional cost per waste fraction. The Optimo collection system was developed 
with the basic idea being that several waste fractions could be simultaneously collected with the same vehicle. 
This will be achieved by having the waste fractions collected in different coloured bags. The (coloured) bags are 
then automatically sorted out in a sorting centre.  
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Figure 1: Schematic representation of the Optimo system 
 

The advantages of Optimo: 
 

1) Logistical efficiency: Predictions based on the test results from a pilot project show the Optimo system, 
with 5 waste fractions (without optimisation of the refuse collection vehicle that is the object of this 
specification), will already be considerably cheaper (-32%) and more sustainable (-37% CO2) compared 
to the collection of 5 different waste fractions in the current mono-collection system. 

 
2) Opportunity for individual collection: Optimo provides an opportunity for the collection of new, 

separate waste fractions for marginal additional costs. The mobility study shows Optimo can easily 
collect 2 or 3 extra waste fractions from the home without increasing costs (for example, Fruit and 
vegetable waste and garden waste separately instead of together). In addition, waste streams that take 
up large amounts of volume (for example, nappies), time (for example, textile), or small volumes (for 
example, aluminium espresso cups) become feasible. 

 
3) Increased citizen participation in the separation of waste: the waste calendar is simplified (all waste 

fractions can be collected at the same time), and – considering the logistical profit – it should be feasible 
to increase the frequency of collection in densely-populated areas. 

 
 

2.1.3 Limitations of Optimo collection 
 

The most important criterion in the quality control of multi-fraction waste collection such as this is to ensure 
the bags remain intact until they are sorted. If the bags tear before they are separated at the sorting centre, 
degradation of the waste flows occurs (from separated to mixed waste). Of course, this needs to be avoided as 
much as possible. 
 
The pilot projects work with traditional (25 m³) crusher truck. These trucks were adjusted incrementally in 
consultation with the constructors and loaders: 

1. the corner of the pressure plate was adjusted to minimise the piercing action and maximise 
the sweeping action; 

2. a rubber strip was attached to the pressure plate (and the serrated pressure parts were 
replaced); 

3. the pusher was placed in the forward position to prevent compaction, minimising damage; 
4. the loaders were instructed to take extra care while loading the truck: no overfilling of the 

trough, and vulnerable PMD (plastic bottles, metal packaging and drink cartons) bags were 
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thrown far away from the piercing action of the pressure plate (towards the back of the 
trough)  

 
Using this method, it appears that a compression up of 25 m³ in a load of 6 tons leads to an average tear rate of 
4% of the bags with the selective waste fractions. We call this the tear threshold (although it cannot be 
calculated strictly), and this is also provided as an instruction to the drivers. Higher loading weights lead to 
unacceptable tear percentages (see Figure 2). However, this maximum of 6 tons leads to average loading 
weights of about 5 tons (resulting in a loss of efficiency for the “final drive”).  
 
Comparing the average density of the combined Optimo waste fractions (approximately 250-300 kg/m³) and 
the density of 6 tons in a 25 m³ compression body (250 kg/m³), it is shown that little or no compression occurs 
above the tear threshold of 6 tons, but rather a filling of the body. If loading continues, compression does not 
occur, the waste is simply concentrated at the rear - as confirmed through visual checks - resulting in an 
increase of the tear percentage in this location. 
 

 

Figure 2: Tearing of bags with selectively sorted waste by loading weight of the refuse collection vehicle 
 

Today, crusher trucks with manual rear loading and a slide-sweep pressing mechanism (or variants such as the 
Geesinknorba) are the best available technology for the manual loading of bags. Mainly, there are two different 
areas where this type of crusher truck is prone to innovative improvement: 

1) The pressing mechanism: sub-optimal use is made of the pressing mechanism due to switching off of 
the counterpressure from the pusher, resulting in minimal pressing force from the pressure-plate 
cylinders 

2) The loading mechanism: The extra time and attention operators must take to avoid tears during 
loading due to the piercing action when using the pressure plate if the fill level of the trough is too 
high, for example. 

 
Different tests have also been carried out with other loading systems (side loaders, front loaders). These 
appeared to be especially problematic for efficient and safe loading. It was also found that other pressure 
systems (pendulum presses, block presses, rotary drum presses) do not lead to better tear percentages. But the 
development of a different, innovative solution along this path or another new concept is not impossible. 
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2.2 Formulation of the contract 
 

2.2.1 Objective of the Contract 
 

The general objective of the contract is to develop an innovative refuse collection vehicle that can handle the 
loading of higher weights of bags without tearing, with minimal human influence (from the loader), and to then 
transport the bags away.  

 
The following factors are of great importance: 

- Minimum bag tear: the solution must limit the (complete) tearing open of bags (with the current 
contents, as well as any possible future contents) as much as possible. 

- Increasing the load weight: the compression body must be able to compress the waste better than 
the current level in order to achieve higher loading average values. 

- Safety of loaders: the solution must comply with all European standards (in particular EN1501-1) and 
any other relevant legislation, and may not be perceived by the loaders as less safe when compared to 
the current method/vehicle. 

- Ergonomics of loading: the loading mechanism must not have any negative impact at all on physical 
ergonomics when compared to the existing situation, and it must comply with relevant legislation. 

- Speed of loading: the vehicle must, as a minimum, be able to handle the current speed of manual bag 
loading, but there may be gains in automating the pressing mechanism. 

- Durability of the compression body: the energy management of the compression body is to be 
optimised in the solution and cannot result in increased consumption when compared to existing 
vehicles. 

- Dimensions of the vehicle: the maximum dimensions of the vehicle are limited to guarantee its wide 
applicability in all normally-occurring traffic situations. The turning circle must also be similar or 
smaller than existing standard vehicles. 

- Cost price: to be regarded as “total cost of ownership”, whereby the total cost of investment, 
maintenance, wear and energy consumption may not be higher than current vehicles. 

These factors are taken into account when assessing the submitted proposals (offers) for each of the 2 phases 
(see also §3.5 and Appendix 2). The increased load weight with minimal bag tear are the most important factors 
for evaluating whether the proposed solution meets the Client's request. 

The general objective, formulated at the beginning of this section, is ambitious. For this reason, minimum 
requirements are formulated below that would already mean significant progress compared to the results from 
the Optimo's testing phase. These performance requirements apply as minimum acceptance requirements before 
the follow-up phase can begin. Better performance than the minimum performance requirements will lead to an 
improved score on the Allocation Criteria. 
 

Factor Current situation Minimum performance 
requirements 

Minimal bag tear The two-year pilot project in 
Lommel resulted in an average of 
4% “heavily torn” bags (i.e. almost 
complete loss of content, no 
coherence and an inability to sort 
them out). This is higher for certain 
waste fractions (in particular PMD 
(plastic bottles, metal packaging 
and drink cartons)). 
If we also take the “lightly” torn 

The average tear percentage of the 
heavy category (i.e. not sorted out) 
across all waste fractions must be 
reduced to 2%, with the waste 
fraction with the highest tear 
percentage not exceeding 4%. But 
this result obviously depends on 
optimising the bag itself (a parallel 
research project). 
Under the same conditions (i.e. the 
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bags (a tear is visible) into account, 
we get a total of 8% over all bags. 

bags and waste fractions as used in 
the Lommel trial: LLDPE, 60 micron 
thick), we will retain the minimum 
performance requirement as an 
average of 4% tears (heavy 
category). 
 

Increase loading weight In the Optimo test, we are 
achieving a fairly consistent tear 
result for an average load of 5.7 
tons in 25 m³ over 312 journeys, or 
228 kg/m³. 

The target load average is at least 
280 kg/m³ or 7 tons in a 25 m³ 
compression body. Ideally, the 
“tear threshold” will need to rise 
above 300 kg/m³ in order to be 
able to achieve such a load 
average. 

Safety of the loaders Every vehicle must comply with the 
applicable regulations. In addition, 
acceptance tests showed that side 
loaders (on the roadside) and, 
above all, front-loading 
mechanisms, involved a perceived 
risk. 

Every vehicle must comply with the 
applicable regulations. Equivalent 
safety perception by loaders 
themselves, with acceptance tests 
and scorecards, and an objective 
analysis by an ergonomist 
appointed by the Client. 

Ergonomics of loading Every vehicle must comply with the 
applicable regulations. 

Every vehicle must comply with the 
applicable regulations. 
The loading platform (fixed or 
moving) may not exceed 1 m.  

Speed of loading There are no exact figures known, 
but an estimate derived from times 
calculated during collection rounds 
and from load weights is 3 tons per 
hour for a team with a driver and 
two loaders. 

The loading speed must not be 
lower than the current loading 
speed. 

Durability of the compression 
body 

The compression body is to be 
energetically optimised (in 
accordance with function and 
connection to the chassis). 

The compression body is to be 
energetically optimised (in 
accordance with function and 
connection to the chassis). 

Dimensions of the vehicle In the current specifications, the 
maximum dimensions are as follows: 
Length: 10 m; width: 2.55 m; height: 
3.5 m. 
The turning radius is to be no more 
than 9 m. 

There will need to be a good 
argument for deviating from the 
common dimensions. 

Cost price The usual cost of a compression 
body is around €70,000 excluding 
VAT. 

The estimated selling price of the 
proposed solution cannot differ 
from the current price unless there 
are clear arguments with respect to 
the total cost of ownership, or the 
relative benefits of the efficiency of 
collection can justify an increase in 
purchase price. 

 

 

2.2.2 Scope and pre-conditions 
 
The scope of this contract primarily includes the future collection of waste in Limburg and Diest, an 
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operating area of approximately 2472 km² with 890,000 inhabitants. The 45 municipalities currently have 
different collection systems, as shown in Figure 3. It is the objective of the Client to develop a uniform and 
future-oriented system, namely the multi-fraction waste collection, Optimo. 

 
The authority to switch to this uniform system belongs to the board of directors of Limburg.net. No decision 
has yet been taken, and the Solution will make a significant contribution to whether the switch to Optimo 
will take place. 
 
 
 

 

Figure 3: Collection systems per municipality 
 

The multi-fraction waste collection, Optimo, has already been extensively researched and tested in trial 
municipalities. This has yielded valuable information. The Client can make these data sets available through 
terms to be agreed between the Contractor and the Client. They can only be used by the Contractor in the 
context and for the implementation of this contract, and not for any other purposes. 
 
Optimo is a system of waste logistics with a certain minimum content, which cannot be deviated from: 

- Six groups: PMD (plastic bottles, metal packaging and drink cartons), soft plastics, textiles, greens, 
kitchen waste and mixed waste. This choice is subject to regulations (P+MD, deviation from organic 
waste, etc) from higher authorities, but also to innovation in recycling solutions (for example, 
nappies, bio-plastics, etc). 

- These waste fractions are presented in bags and loaded manually for the sake of efficiency (speed 
of loading) and to check the contents (visibility and weight). 

- Loading will be into the to-be developed refuse collection vehicle of a certain volume (25 m³ or 
more). The option to adapt the solution to a smaller variant for urban areas is a plus, but not a 
performance requirement. 
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- The bags are to transported to one or two sorting centres (choice to be made) in Limburg, where 
they will be sorted optically. 
 

The Contractor undertakes to develop an innovative solution, specifically for the present design. 
 
There are similar multi-fraction waste systems elsewhere in the world, especially in Scandinavia. These 
almost always employ a container loaded with bags. In this system, selective collection is not optimal, and 
improvement is possible through the Optimo method. There is also considerable interest from areas inside 
and outside Europe where new systems of separate waste collection are under way. The knowledge to be 
developed is also expected to be applicable to these similar systems, which means demand for the method 
to be developed does not have to be limited to the minimum scope of this contract.  
 
Furthermore, the Contractor is free to take a multi-faceted approach to the loading system, dimensions or 
technology for use in the Solution, as long as this does not have a negative influence on the performance 
characteristics proposed by the Client. Furthermore, development costs associated with any possible 
requirements tailored to third parties cannot be financed through the Client. 

 

2.3 Phased approach 

Pre-commercial contracts for R&D services, in which the risks and benefits under market conditions are shared 
between the suppliers and the clients, focus on the development of innovative solutions for public needs that 
are (technologically) so demanding that they identify what the market can offer and demonstrate the fact that 
existing solutions have shortcomings that require further R&D. 

 
The process of procuring services for Research & Development is proceeding, as described by the European 
Commission1, in a phased approach, ideally with a number of competing applicants who are developing new 
solutions to the meet the needs of the public sector in the medium and long term. 

 
This phased approach limits the implicit risks and reduces the chance that new technologies will be developed 
or tested that do not (adequately) meet, the expectations of the Client. 

 
In Phase 1 (develop solution) a solution must be developed, modelled, tested and drawn out, resulting in a 
“proof of principle”. In general, the objective of this phase is for each Contractor to develop a proposal for a 
solution that is technically, economically and organisationally feasible, and which can be weighed against the 
advantages and disadvantages of alternative solutions (which are also sufficiently developed). It is the intention 
of the Client to select 3 proposals (this is not a fixed number) from various contractors at this stage, subject to 
a sufficient number of quality offers. 

 
In Phase 2 (develop and validate prototype) the Solution will then be checked to see to what extent the most 
important characteristics of the design from Phase 1 meet the functional and performance requirements the 
Client has set for the desired solution. A prototype will be built on the basis of the detailed proposal from 
Phase 1, and this prototype will then be subjected to validation tests simulating daily use by the Client. Only 
those contractors who have successfully completed Phase 1 will be invited to submit a Phase 2 proposal for 
evaluation, scoring and ranking by the Evaluation Committee; the Client then wishes to retain 2 proposals (this 
is not a fixed number).  

 
                                                           

1 Communication (COM(2007)799) from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the Regions: Pre-commercial Procurement: Driving Innovation to ensure sustainable high-quality public 
services in Europe. 
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To conclude the pre-commercial phase, the Evaluation Committee will determine whether and how many 
contractors have successfully completed the contract. These contractor(s) must work towards introducing their 
solution to market within a maximum period of 3 years after the end of the pre-commercial phase. 

 
The Contractor undertakes to market the insights and knowledge acquired during the pre-commercial phase 
(i.e. to offer the solution itself or via third parties against fair and reasonable market conditions). 

 

2.3.1 Total budget and distribution 
 

The total maximum budget the Client and PIO shall provide for this pre-commercial contract (i.e. for all 
awarded proposals from all contractors together for all three phases), amounts to a maximum of €500,000 
(including VAT), of which a total indicative amount of €200,000 (including VAT) is reserved for Phase 1. The 
budget for Phase 2 is then €300,000 (including VAT). The amounts provided are strictly indicative and the Client 
and PIO (EWI Department) reserve the right to change them, whereby the total budget for this pre-commercial 
contract amounts to a maximum of €500,000 (including VAT). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The planned budget set aside by the Client and PIO for Phase 2 does not include the procurement of a chassis 
upon which to mount the prototype of the compression body. This is because R&D is not required for this, the 
procurement of the chassis will be organised outside the Contract.   
After the contract, the Contractor waives this prototype, which becomes the property of the Client. Therefore, 
the Client will purchase a chassis prior to carrying out the validation tests with the prototype in Phase 2.  

 
The applicants may also invest their own contribution on top of the budget provided by the Client and PIO if 
the commercial potential of this development is considered to be high.  
 

 
 

 
 

2.3.2 Evaluation of the results 
 

At the end of each phase, each service provider will deliver the deliverables described in Section 2.4, and a 
meeting between the Evaluation Committee and the Contractor will be convened during which the following 
topics will be discussed: 

 
1. The results achieved during this phase must be explained by the Contractor, including a description of 

how these results relate to the set objectives (see table in Section 2.2.1) for that specific phase, as well 
as the general objectives of the Contract. 

2. If the pre-set requirements for the relevant phase are not or are only partly achieved, an explanation 
of the underlying causes will be required. 

The Evaluation Committee will assess the result of each phase as one of the following: 

 Phas
e 1 

Phase 
2 

Total budget to be 
divided between parties 
(not fixed) 

€200,000 
(including VAT) 

€300,000 
(including VAT) 

Number of parties 
retained (indicative) 

3 
€66,666 EUR (including 

VAT) indicative per party 

2 
€150,000 EUR (including VAT) 

indicative per party 
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1. Insufficient: the contract is not fully implemented, or the delivered deliverables are incomplete. The 
result is ineligible for payment. 

2. Sufficient: the contract has been fully implemented and the deliverables have been delivered in full 
3. Successful: the contract has been fully implemented; the deliverables have been fully delivered; and 

the R&D results meet the minimum requirements 

 
The Evaluation Committee will only invite those contractors who have successfully completed Phase 1 to 
submit a detailed proposal for Phase 2. Those contractors are obliged to respond to such an invitation by the 
Evaluation Committee and consequently submit a proposal for the next phase. These proposals will then be 
reassessed, scored, ranked and evaluated by the Evaluation Committee and the best ranked applicant(s) will 
then be selected by the Client for the next phase. As described above, it is the intention of the Client and PIO to 
select 3 proposals during Phase 1, and 2 proposals during Phase 2. The Client and PIO have chosen not to 
specify a minimum number of proposals for each phase because this is completely dependent on the 
submitted proposals, whether or not they achieve the minimum score (§3.5), as well as their general scoring 
and ranking. 
 
An interim evaluation is planned for Phase 1, during which the Contractor can explain the results that are 
already available. A proposal for the number of times there will be interaction with the Contractor must be 
included in the Plan of Work. 
It may also be a good idea to include an interim evaluation for Phase 2 to evaluate whether the developed 
prototype is of sufficient quality to test in the real-life environment.  

 
2.3.3 Implementation periods 

 
The planned indicative implementation times, after signing the R&D Contract Agreement, are: 

 
 8 months before Phase 1 
 10 months before Phase 2 

 
A detailed and substantiated Plan of Work for the relevant phase is part of the Proposal for that phase. An 
extension to the implementation period can only be obtained after approval by the Client, and only insofar as 
there are well-founded and demonstrable reasons. Any extension of the implementation period will apply to all 
contractors. 

 

2.4 Required deliverables for the different phases 

This section describes the required tasks and “deliverables” per phase. 
 
The Contractor is expected to provide feedback to the Client with regard to the method and methodology 
used. This information is essentially aimed at obtaining insight and general knowledge by the Client, and is not 
of such magnitude that the intellectual property rights of a Contractor will be immediately exposed. 

 
2.4.1 Phase 1: Developing the solution (proof of principle) 

 
During the first phase, the Contractor is requested to design a compression body for a refuse collection vehicle 
in order to achieve the object of the contract. 

 
The Contractor is asked to develop a proof of principle plan to demonstrate his intended approach to find the 
right sub-solutions for loading and pressing systems. This plan will contain a step-by-step description of the 
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methodologies used, such as the preparation of simulation models, the implementation of experiments with 
sub-solutions, trial-and-error from existing models, etc.). This concrete proof of principle plan must be 
integrally developed in full in the initial offer so the Client can evaluate the plan and revise it if required. 
 
Extra attention must be paid to providing all possible support if the Contractor wishes to make use of the 
resources of the Client. The Contractor will describe in detail which tools (such as further brainstorming, 
validation of a sub-solution by means of tests, etc.) he requires. The Evaluation Committee will evaluate these 
requests and provide certain time slots per retained proposal if necessary. The Contractor also provides details 
of any data and other information he requires from the Client in order to be able to complete this phase. As 
already described above, the Contractor can only use the Client's data for the implementation of this contract, 
subject to acceptance of the conditions set by the Client. 
 
On the basis of the results of these models/experiments/tests/etc., it will then be possible to begin the 
drawing, detailed engineering and design of a prototype, which brings together a number of sub-solutions.  

 
Deliverables in this phase are: 

 An assessment of the tested or simulated (individual) solutions and any alternatives that may have 
been considered (proof of principle), including demonstrations in field tests, an explanation of the 
operation of simulation models, demonstrations in the Contractor's workhouse, etc. This gives us 
insight into the operation, applicability, feasibility and expected performance requirements, as well as 
the steps to be taken in order to achieve them. 

 An integrated (preliminary) design of the solution and sub-solutions, including technical drawings, etc., 
as well as a clear image of the criticalities of said design with regard to the performance requirements. 

 In particular, a clear cost analysis for building a prototype on the basis of this design is also requested. 
This will include a demonstration that a go-to-market plan is already being investigated, including 
indicative price per item. 

 
The results of the proof of principle tests must be evaluated with regard to the set performance requirements 
provided in the table in Section 2.2.1. In order to be invited to submit a proposal for Phase 2, the Contractor 
must adequately demonstrate the feasibility of the performance requirements. 
 
Only those contractors who successfully complete Phase 1 will be invited to submit a proposal for Phase 2 
(based on feedback on a certain alternative from the Client). 3 chassis quotations will be included in that 
proposal. The Client will make a procurement decision on the basis of these offers. 

 

2.4.2 Phase 2: Developing and validating a prototype 
 

During the second phase, the Contractor will be asked to develop the design of the solution into a usable 
compression body that can be mounted on the chassis of a vehicle chosen by the Client.  
 
The construction of this prototype must accurately follow the approved design from Phase 1, and each sub-
solution will be designed and installed as a completed article as far as this is possible. 
 
This prototype must comply with any and all relevant regulations such that it can be subjected to field tests in 
the Optimo trial area (Lommel, Belgium) by drivers and loaders of Limburg.net/Bionerga Logistics. These tests 
will run over a longer period (this may be two months) in which at least 50 full loads will be loaded and 
unloaded so the Client can reliably determine the averages of the various parameters described in Section 
2.2.1. In particular, loading weight, tear percentage and speed of loading. The Client will also set up the 
methodology the loaders and drivers will use to assess safety and ergonomics. These tests can be terminated 
earlier by the Client. 
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If a Contractor is of the opinion that different iterations are required to get the solution ready, time and space 
can be provided if it is evident that the testing of certain things through trial and error is evident.  
 
In any case, the operation of day-to-day waste collection must be possible as smoothly and undisturbed as 
possible. The assembly, adjustment or replacement of parts, sensors, and the like can only be carried out under 
the conditions set out by the Client. The training of operators also falls under these conditions. 

 
Deliverables in this phase are: 

 A prototype, mounted on a chassis (which becomes the property of the Client) 
 A demonstration of the prototype (proof of concept) providing insight into the operation, applicability 

and expected performance requirements. 
 A manual/training course designed for the operators 
 A follow-up plan for the validation tests, including assessment of off-time and iterations 
 A report including a discussion of the results of the validation tests (in collaboration with the Client) 

An updated go-to-market plan with market analysis and the intended value chain with a view to (international) 
marketing and an updated cost/benefits thereof.  
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3 Procedural steps 
3.1 Choice of the procedure to be followed: a pre-commercial 

procurement of Research & Development services 

At the end of 2017, the Client submitted an application to the EWI Department of the Flemish government 
within the framework of the Programme for the Procurement of Innovation, launched by the Flemish 
Government at the end of 2016. After approval in 2018, the Client has, together with PIO, updated its needs 
analysis and the description of “latest technology”. A pre-commercial contract for R&D services will only be 
chosen if sufficient R&D is required to arrive at a solution that meets the needs of the Client. 

 
Under this section, an overview of the various steps the Client and PIO have taken to arrive at the decision to 
launch a pre-commercial contract in accordance with Article 32 of the Law on Public Procurement of 17 June 
2016 will be provided. 

 
3.1.1 The preliminary stage 

3.1.1.1 Identified challenge – the project proposal 
 

The project proposal from Limburg.net was submitted to the PIO programme under the title “development of 
an Optimo truck”. The project proposal provided a brief description of the challenge and its strategic 
importance. It also described the current technical possibilities and limitations experienced with this. 

3.1.1.2 Market consultation 
 

The innovation potential of the proposal was assessed as promising by PIO, so an external consultant with 
expertise was appointed to supervise a more detailed market consultation process. 

 
In preparation for interaction with market parties in June 2018, various potential building blocks were 
documented through desk research and patent research. Knowledge institutions, commercial market parties 
and logistics collection organisers were brought together in a collaborative conceptualisation workshop to 
understand where the opportunities for improvement lie.  
 
The invitation to the market consultation process was published (on the PIO website), and individual meetings 
were later held with each interested party to gain better insight into the latest technology and the 
development possibilities within each company. Specific input was also requested for a timing and target 
budget for a possible procurement of R&D.  
 
The external consultant then published the market consultation report on the PIO website in August 2018: 
http://www.innovatieveoverheidsopdrachten.be/lopende-contracten/ontwikkeling-van-een-optimo-
huisvuilwagen  
 
Based on the results of the market consultation process, it appeared that the requirement for R&D and 
development of a prototype is the way forward, as already suspected in the project proposal phase. For this 
reason, the Client has decided to launch a pre-commercial contract for R&D services, together with PIO. 

 
 
 

3.2 Procedural steps 
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3.2.1 Questions regarding the Call 

 
Any questions regarding this Call can only be forwarded by email to the following contact point 
wim.govaerts@limburg.net  

 

The subject of the email must contain the following: “Questions regarding the Optimo truck Innovation 
Contract”. For each request, reference must be made to which part of the Call the clarification is requested. 

 

3.2.2 Information meeting regarding the Call 
 

An information meeting will be organised in Greenville, Centrum-Zuid 1111, 3530 Houthalen-Helchteren at 
10:00 AM on Thursday, 4 October 2018. 

 
Registering for this information meeting is required by sending an email to wim.govaerts@limburg.net stating 
“Enrolment Programme for the Procurement of Innovation - Optimo truck” in the subject. 

 
An oral explanation will be provided during this information meeting about the object of this Call as well as 
about procedural progress and timing. 

 
Afterwards, a written report will be drawn up detailing the questions asked (which will be anonymous) and the 
related answers; the written report will be published on the above-mentioned PIO website. 

 
3.2.3 Submitting proposals 

 
The offers must be submitted electronically via the e-offering website https://eten.publicprocurement.be. 
More information can be obtained via http://www.publicprocurement.be or via the e-procurement helpdesk 
on +32 (0)2 790 52 00. 

 

Offers submitted by electronic means must be provided in a printable PDF format. The maximum size for each 
document is 80 MB. If your document is too large, it can be split up into several sub-documents. However, the 
total of all your documents must not exceed 350 MB. 

 
If you are a foreign applicant planning to put in an offer from abroad, you can sign your offer and all its 
associated documents with a qualified certificate that can be purchased via a private actor, as long as the 
application recognises this as a valid certificate suitable for use as a legal digital signature or with an electronic 
certificate, purchased from a private actor of which they themselves guarantee that it complies with all the 
legal conditions: 

 
- Qualified certificates suitable for use as a legal digital signature can be purchased from private actors. For 

more information about these private actors, see: e.procurement@vlaanderen.be of +32 (0)2 553 76 57. It 
should be noted that it may take some time before you receive the storage device containing your qualified 
certificate. So purchase your certificate in time. 

 
- If a foreign applicant uses his own electronic means as a signature, he guarantees this signature meets 

the conditions of Article 52, §1, 1° 
K.B. Placement. This electronic signature must therefore comply with the rules of European and 
corresponding national law, as well as meet the requirements for an advanced electronic signature with a 
valid qualified certificate, whereby the signature is generated using a secure signature creation device. 
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Please also include all useful information about the electronic means used in the offer so the contracting 
authority can verify whether the electronic means used is valid and compliant with the provisions provided 
for in the regulations. 

 
A double electronic shipment or a security copy may not be used. 
 
Any requested models or samples described in these contract documents that cannot be 
transferred or are very difficult to transfer by electronic means can be delivered to the 
contracting authority by the applicant in a non-digital manner. These documents must reach the 
contracting authority with a clear reference to the relevant public contract and the offer for 
which they are submitted prior to the opening of the offers. 

 
Further details for the submission of Phase 2 proposals will be communicated in due time. 

 
The final submission date (i.e. date of receipt and not date of dispatch) of the proposals for Phase 1 is 10:15 
AM on 5 November 2018. 

 
3.2.4 Structure of the proposal 

3.2.4.1 General 
 

The proposals are to be drawn up on the appropriate document (see Appendix 4). Any 

other explanatory notes to the proposal are to be added as an appendix. 

The proposal is to be drawn up in Dutch or English. 
 

By submitting a proposal, the Applicant automatically waives his general or special terms and conditions of sale, 
even if they are mentioned in his proposal. 

 
The term the Applicant is bound to his registration and proposal is at least 180 calendar days from the latest 
submission date of the proposals. 

 

3.2.4.2 Phase 1 proposal 
 

The proposal for Phase 1 is to be drawn up on the documents intended for that purpose as described in this 
Call. 

 
The proposal must contain the following documents in any case: 

1. Accompanying letter; 
2. Fully completed and validly signed offer (including a sworn statement describing the Applicant's 

situation and in which the Applicant states that he does not fall under one of the grounds for 
exclusion); 

3. With regard to the economic and financial situation of the Applicant, the Client may, if desired, 
request the necessary information or collect it individually. 

4. Fully completed price schedule. 
5. Appendices (CVs, etc.) 

 
In addition to a detailed description of a proposal for Phase 1, the proposal for Phase 1 must also include the 
(high-level) objectives and (provisional) plan of action (not detailed) for Phase 2. 
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3.2.4.3 Phase 2 proposal 
 

The proposals for Phase 2 will be drawn up on the documents provided by the Client for this purpose, which 
will be sent to the Applicant along with the invitation to submit for these phases. This includes 3 quotations for 
the procurement of a chassis. 

 
3.2.5 Evaluation Committee 

 
Since this concerns an R&D contract, a decision was made to appoint an Evaluation Committee consisting of at 
least four people comprising: 

 
 Client: 2 representatives, one of whom takes on the role of chairman 
 EWI Department: 1 representative; 
 External independent expert: 1 representative from a relevant knowledge institution 

or a non-involved expert from the private sector 
 All members of the Evaluation Committee are bound by confidentiality and 

objectivity. 
 
 
The Evaluation Committee may consult one or more participants and negotiate the terms of the contract with 
one or more of them. 

 
3.3 Grounds for exclusion 

The same grounds for exclusion as in any conventional award procedure are applicable. 
 

Applicants may not be in any of the situations listed in Sections 67 to 69 of the Public Procurement Law. This 
includes the mandatory grounds for exclusion, the grounds for exclusion relating to tax and social security 
debts, and the specific grounds for exclusion. 

 
Should mandatory or optional grounds for exclusion be applicable to one of the applicants, said applicant shall 
be at liberty to provide evidence to demonstrate that corrective measures are being taken to demonstrate 
reliability sufficiently, notwithstanding the grounds for exclusion. Should the Client deem this evidence 
sufficient, the Applicant concerned shall not be excluded from the procurement procedure. 

 
This provision applies individually to participants who submit an offer jointly as a group (a team), as well as to 
entities whose capacity the Applicant requests in order to meet the requirements for qualitative selection. 

 
The mandatory grounds for exclusion also apply to persons who are members of the administrative, 
management or supervisory body of the Applicant or who have powers of representation, decision making or 
control. 

 
Documentary evidence: 

 
By subscribing to this Contract, the Applicant declares that no grounds for exclusion apply to him insofar as this 
concerns grounds for exclusion that are proven on the basis of documents the contracting authority can 
request electronically itself. This mainly concerns the Belgian National Social Security Office certificate, the 
certificate of tax debts, and the certificate of non-bankruptcy by electronic means. 

 
However, the Applicant must prove any corrective action by adding written documents to the offer. 

 
The Applicant must also include the following documents: 

 for the Belgian applicant: extract from the criminal record that is no more than six months old on the 
closing date for receipt of the offers; 
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 any Belgian Candidate employing staff that are subject to the social security legislation of another 
Member State of the European Union: a recent attestation issued by the competent foreign authority 
confirming that he or she has fulfilled his or her obligations relating to the payment of social security 
contributions in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which he or she is resident; 

 
 for the foreign applicant: extract from the criminal record (no more than six months old), tax and 

social debt certificates, and a certificate of solvency. Where a document or certificate has not been 
issued in the country concerned, or where it has not provided satisfactory proof for all grounds for 
exclusion, substitution by a declaration under oath shall be possible or, in countries where this is not 
provided for, a solemn declaration made by the person concerned before a competent judicial or 
administrative authority, notary or qualified professional body in the country of origin or the country 
where the Contractor has its registered office shall serve as evidence. 

 
OR 

 

The Applicant shall submit a completed European Single Procurement Document (ESPD) as a declaration that 
he/she is not subject to exclusion. The Applicant shall include any corrective measures in this ESPD. 

 
Non-discrimination: 

 
In accordance with Belgian public procurement regulations, the Client has the option to exclude any Applicant 
at any stage of the award procedure if said Applicant has been convicted of a crime by criminal judgement that 
affects his professional integrity. 

 
Non-compliance with any sanctionable environmental/social legislation can be considered a crime that affects 
professional integrity. As soon as a judgement has been laid down, or a judgement comes into effect, it can be 
used as grounds for exclusion, regardless of the state of the proceedings. Social law is, inter alia, understood to 
mean: 

 
- - the decree of 10 July 2008 establishing a framework for the Flemish equal opportunities and 

treatment policy; the Law of 10 May 2007 to combat certain forms of discrimination; the Law of 10 
May 2007 amending the Law of 30 July 1981 to punish certain acts motivated by racism or 
xenophobia, and the Law of 10 May 2007 to combat discrimination between women and men; 

- - the Law of 4 August 1996 on the well-being of employees in the performance of their work, in 
particular Chapter Vbis. Special provisions concerning violence, bullying and sexual harassment in the 
workplace. 

 
The Client shall have the option of exclusion at every stage of the procedure. 

 
3.4 Qualitative Selection Criteria with regard to applicants (only for Phase 1) 

The following criteria will be taken into account while evaluating applicants: 
 

Numbering Description Value 
Criterion 1 Technical expertise of the Applicant(s), both at company level and at 

the level of the team that will do the job 
. 

75 

Criterion 2 Project management skills of the Applicant 25 
 Total 100 

 
Each criterion is given a set of points individually. 

 

Only the Applicant(s) achieving a minimum total score of 60/100 for the above-mentioned Qualitative Selection 
Criteria, the “Phase 1 proposal”, will be tested against the Allocation Criteria. 

 



Call for the submission of proposals for the 
Programme for the Procurement of Innovation - 
Optimo truck 

28/9/2018 
 

22  

A detailed description of the Qualitative Selection Criteria and the scoring method can be found in 
Appendix 1 – Qualitative Selection Criteria for the Applicant. 

 
 

3.5 Allocation Criteria for proposals (Phase 1 and 2) 

The following criteria will be taken into account for the evaluation of the proposals (Phases 1 and 2), but it 
should be noted that (i) the criteria for Phase 2 can be further elaborated and/or refined and (ii) the weighting 
and specified minimum score for Phase 2 is only indicative at this stage: 

 
Numbering Description Value 

Phase 1 
Value Phase 2 
(indicative) 

Criterion 1 Technical innovation and 
feasibility of
 the 
proposed Solution 

30 
 

 

15 
 

 

Criterion 2 Quality of planning to achieve the 
Solution 

5 
 

 

5 
 

 

Criterion 3 Extent the Solution meets the 
Client's request 

30 
 

 

40 
 

 

Criterion 4 Go-to-market strategy
 and business 
plan 

5 
 

 

10 
 

 

Criterion 5 Price 
 

30 30 

 Total 100 100 

 
As can be seen from Criterion 4 “Go-to-market strategy and business plan”, in addition to technical expertise 
and project management skills, the Applicant must have the necessary expertise and capacity to market and 
commercialise the solution and new-found knowledge, as well as to be able to estimate how this Solution 
relates to the prevailing prices for a compression body on the market. Consequently, applicants who consist 
solely of a knowledge institution or a consortium of knowledge institutions only cannot submit a proposal 
unless they can demonstrate a route-to-market. 

 
A detailed description of the Allocation Criteria and the scoring method can be found in Appendix 2 – 
Allocation Criteria for the Proposal (However, it should be noted that these criteria for Phase 2 can be further 
elaborated and refined and that the weighting of the criteria for Phase 2 and the specified minimum score is 
only indicative at this stage). 

 
 

3.6 Allocation and contract for R&D services - Contract 

The Client and PIO reserve the right to request clarifications from the applicants regarding the submitted 
proposals. 
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A contract for R&D will be signed with the selected applicants. The R&D Services Contract contains the terms & 
conditions and modalities for the entire pre-commercial phase and covers both Phase 1 and Phase 2. 

 
In the R&D Services Contract, further modalities and terms & conditions will be laid down with regard to the 
implementation of the Contract, such as: 

1) a detailed description of the expected results, the respective delivery dates, and the method of 
acceptance; 

2) further modalities with regard to the price and the payment thereof (linking tranche payments to 
deliveries, the delivery of reports, etc.); 

3) agreements concerning the precise course and follow-up of the implementation of the Contract; 
4) agreements concerning communication and/or publication concerning the Contract and its results; 
5) termination modalities; 
6) Provisions regarding compensation and liability. 
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4 Administrative provisions 
4.1 Applicable laws and jurisdiction 

This notice, the Contract and all contracts and/or obligations arising from or related thereto are governed 
by Belgian law. 

 
All disputes relating to this Call, the Contract and all contracts and/or obligations arising from or related 
thereto belong to the exclusive territorial jurisdiction of the Dutch-speaking courts of the judicial district of 
Brussels. 

 
4.2 Price and payment 

4.2.1 Price schedule 
 

The R&D services purchased through this Contract are purchased at market price, taking into account the 
distribution of the intellectual and user rights as generally described in Section “4.3. Intellectual property 
rights” and more specifically Appendix 3 – Intellectual property rights. 

 
The price stated by the Applicant in his Proposal: 

(i) is fixed; 
(ii) is “all-in” 2; and 
(iii) is specified excluding VAT and in brackets, including VAT. 

 
As described in Sections 2.3.1 and 2.4.1: 

- the procurement of the chassis is not included in the price, and may be charged to the Client (after 
including 3 offers in the Phase 2 proposal, see also Section 2.4.1); 

- The Applicant may invest his own money on top of the price he charges to the Client and PIO. This must 
be specified in the offer. 

 

 

 
2 In concrete terms, this means the price must contain all elements to give full implementation to the 
Contract, such as trips, meeting moments, etc., but excluding the procurement of the chassis for the 
prototype. This is not part of the R&D contract. 
3 Except in the event that the Client exercises its call-back option. See section 4.3 and more 
specifically, Appendix 3. 
4 See Section “4.3. Intellectual property rights” and more specifically Appendix 3 – Intellectual 
Property Rights. 

The price submitted by the Applicant must take account of the fact that the Applicant remains the owner3 of 
the newly-developed intellectual property within the framework of this Contract4 but that the Client acquires 
certain usage rights (see Section “4.3. Intellectual property rights” and more specifically, Appendix 3 – 
Intellectual Property Rights). The price submitted by the Applicant should therefore be lower than the price 
that would be charged if it were an exclusive development and the Client were to become the (exclusive) 
owner of the newly-developed intellectual property. The price schedule in the submission must also contain 
an explanation of the price difference between exclusive development (with transfer of intellectual property to 
the Client) and the granting of a user right (while retaining intellectual property). The price reduction must be 
in proportion to the expected market value of the commercial opportunities that arise for the Contractor if he 
were to retain the intellectual property rights. 
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This Contract concerns a procurement of R&D services. The price provided may consist solely of those 
necessary items required to provide these R&D services, namely: 

(i) the personnel price with details of: 
a. Quantity, names(s) and job title(s) of those involved in the implementation of the Contract; 
b. the number of days worked per specified person; and 
c. the requested price per person used. 
d. the part that is subcontracted (with details of the name of the subcontractor, description of 

tasks subcontracted, number of days worked per person, price, etc.) 
(ii) overheads (if applicable) 
(iii) travel and travel expenses (if applicable) 
(iv) the price for the procurement or use of equipment and/or equipment required to carry out the 

R&D services5 with detailed descriptions of: 
a. the required material and/or equipment (enumeration per item); 
b. the price/depreciation costs used for the use of the relevant material and/or equipment for 

the implementation of the Contract 6 

 
The Applicant must specify the various items that constitute the price per work package and follow the 
project planning proposed in the offer/application. 

 
The applicants must state in the price schedule whether they intend to request (or wish to request) other 
sources of public funding or subsidisation and for what components of the quotation they will do so. 
Components of the price schedule against which there is other public funding or subsidisation cannot be 
charged (again) to the Client in any case whatsoever. 

 
4.2.2 Payment 

The price will be paid in tranches to be determined between the Client and the Contractor. The payment of a 
tranche will be linked to (i) the achievement of the relevant milestone(s) by the Contractor and (ii) the approval 
of the relevant progress report by the Contracting Authority. 

 
Unless otherwise agreed, a project meeting will be organised between the involved parties prior to every 
payment to discuss the state of affairs including (i) the milestones and results achieved up to that point, (ii) the 
known problems and (iii) the plan of approach. 

 
At the Client's first request, the Contractor shall provide all information, explanations and documents to offer 
the Client the opportunity to examine how the price paid by the Client is being spent by the Contractor. 

 
5 For example, procurement of material and/or specific equipment to be able to develop the prototype, 
procurement of test equipment if necessary, etc., excluding the chassis. 
6 With regard to depreciation costs, these depreciation costs are charged during the implementation of 
the contract and in proportion with the use of the relevant material/equipment within the framework of the 
implementation of the contract. The amortisation regime corresponds to its own accounting treatment. 
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4.3 Intellectual property rights 

The conceptual framework for this section is explained in Appendix 3. 
 

 As a requirement to the Object and the Objectives of this Contract, the Contractor must provide Research 
& Development services in order to develop substantial New Knowledge. 

 
 The Client and Contractor remain the owner (or, where applicable, license holder) of their respective 

Background Knowledge. No transfer of ownership of Intellectual Property Rights in Background 
Knowledge shall occur. 

 
 The Client and the Contractor each remain the owner of the New Knowledge developed by them. No 

transfer of ownership of Intellectual Property Rights in New Knowledge shall occur, except in the event 
that the Client exercises the call-back option. 

 
 The Client acquires a free use right on the Contractor's New Knowledge, as well as on any Contractor's 

Background Knowledge that may be reasonably necessary to fully exercise the right to use the New 
Knowledge or to any extent that is relevant in the context of the Contract in any other way. 

 
 The Contractor acknowledges and accepts that the Contractor's New Knowledge may not remain unused, 

and that the Contractor may not exploit or misuse any monopoly position that may arise on the basis of 
(among other things) the New Knowledge. By taking part in this Contract, the Contractor also undertakes 
to market the Contractor's New Knowledge under fair and reasonable market conditions within a period 
of 3 years after the end of this Contract. If the Contractor fails to do so, the Client may exercise the “call-
back” option under the conditions stated below. The Contractor may also be obliged to license the New 
Knowledge and Background Knowledge (to the extent this is contained in the New Knowledge) to third 
parties under fair market conditions. 

 
A detailed description of the distribution of Intellectual Property Rights can be found in Appendix 3 – 
Intellectual Property Rights. In case of discrepancy between the aforementioned basic principles and the 
description in Appendix 3, Appendix 3 has priority. 

 
4.4 Minimum requirements 

The Client requires that the proposals meet a number of minimum requirements, listed below. Proposals that 
do not meet these minimum requirements cannot be retained. By submitting a Proposal, the Applicant 
guarantees and confirms their Proposal meets these minimum requirements. 

 
4.1.1 R&D Services 

 
This contract concerns a contract for the procurement of Research & Development services. The object of this 
contract is limited to Research & Development services, and therefore does not include the procurement of 
products or any other deliverables, including commercial development activities. For more detailed 
information on what is and what is not included under the term Research & Development services, reference is 
made to Point 15 of the Framework for State Aid for Research, 
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Development and Innovation (EU Official Journal, 27 June 2014, C 198/1). As a consequence, all sections of the 
price must be directly attributable to the provision of Research & Development services. 

 
It is an absolute condition that the Solution and Services proposed by the Applicant fall within the scope of the 
aforementioned definition of Research & Development. The Applicant or Contractor must supply all 
information and documentation concerning the precise allocation of the payments made by the Client at the 
first request of the Client and/or PIO. 

 
4.1.2 Place of implementation 

 
At least 80% of the R&D Services must be carried out in the European Union. 

 
All consultation and meetings must, in principle, take place at the offices of the Client, unless the Client 
decides otherwise. 

 
4.1.3 Capacity of the Applicant 

 
In addition to technical expertise and project management skills, the Applicant must have the necessary 
expertise and capacity to market and commercialise the Solution and New Knowledge. Consequently, 
applicants who consist solely of a knowledge institution or a consortium of knowledge institutions cannot 
submit a proposal. 

 
4.5 Collaborations 

 
The applicants are free to organise themselves in consortia or temporary associations. 

 
In any case, the Proposal is to be submitted and signed by one applicant who has been validly mandated to 
represent all partners of the consortium or all members of the temporary association. Proof of proxy must then 
be attached to the proposal. 

 
Each consortium partner or each temporary association member must meet the exclusion criteria described in 
Section “3.3 - Grounds for exclusion”. 

 
Each of the partners or members will be assessed individually against the Qualitative Selection Criteria. 

 
Each member of the temporary association will be held jointly and severally responsible for all obligations resulting 
from this Contract. 

 
4.6 Subcontractor(s) 

 
If the Contractor wishes to make use of one or more subcontractors for the implementation of the Contract, 
the Contractor shall make an explicit and detailed statement regarding this in the Proposal, including: 
a. the name of the subcontractor(s); 
b. the relevant experience and expertise of the subcontractor(s); 
c. the part (or parts) of the Contract in which the subcontractor(s) would be engaged; and 
d. the reason(s) the Contractor wishes to outsource these parts to the subcontractor. 
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The Client may, at any time, request additional information in connection with the subcontractors described in 
the Proposal. 

 
Subcontracting to subcontractor(s) shall not release the Contractor from the obligations towards the Client 
and/or PIO. The Contractor remains fully liable vis-à-vis the Client and PIO for the fulfilment of all obligations in 
the context of the implementation of the Contract. 

 
In no case will there be any (contractual) relationship between the Client and the subcontractor(s). 

 
The Contractor guarantees that the subcontractor complies with all provisions and obligations of this Contract 
and all agreements and/or obligations arising thereof or related thereto. 

 
4.7 Discontinuation, suspension and transfer of the procedure 

The Client reserves the right to: 
a. terminate the proceedings at any time with immediate effect and without notice; 
b. if necessary, restart the procedure; and/or 
c. transfer your personal data to another party 

 
The termination, necessary restart and/or the possible transfer of the procedure does not entitle the 
participants and/or applicants to any payment of fee, damage compensation and/or any other type of 
compensation. 

 
4.8 Language 

The applicant uses either Dutch or English in his oral and written relationship with the Client. The government 
may demand a translation, sworn where necessary, of documents only available in another language. 

 
In consultation with the Client, technical experts may be offered the opportunity to provide explanations in 
another language. 

 
The personnel employed by the Contractor for implementation of the Contract must speak either Dutch or 
English, unless expressly agreed otherwise (for example, for technical aspects). 

 
4.9 Additions, changes and refinements of the Call and Contract 

The Client, in consultation with PIO, reserves the right to supplement, change or refine this Call if it appears to 
be an objective necessity or is appropriate for the optimisation or smooth implementation of the Contract. 

 
The Client shall always ensure that such additions, changes or refinements in no way jeopardise the fair and 
equal treatment of the applicants. 
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The additions, changes and/or refinements can never give rise to a right to (damage) compensation or any 
other claim on the part of the applicants. 

 
4.10 Audit 

During the term of the Contract and for five years thereafter, the Client has the both the right to check the 
business operations (in the broadest sense and included – but not limited to – the technical, commercial, 
financial and legal business operations), the Contractor's administration, as well as the processes, procedures, 
regulations and standards used by the Contractor, to verify the Contractor's compliance with the Contract and 
all obligations and/or commitments thereof or related thereto. 

 
The Contractor must maintain and retain a faithful and correct administration and documentation. The 
Contractor shall grant the Client access to its premises, employees, administration and documentation. The 
Contractor must keep all administrative documents and documentation for a period of at least one year after 
termination of the Contract. 

 
At any time during the implementation of the Contract, the Contractor shall, at the first request of the Client, 
provide all financial, economic, commercial and accounting information and documents required or necessary 
to ascertain the financial and economic condition of the Contractor, free of charge. 

 
4.11 Announcement of results 

 
The Contractor must be aware that the Client and PIO have the right to publish summaries of the results of the 
Contract, including information about the achieved R&D results and lessons learned. Detailed data from the 
technological development, determined in reasonable consultation between the Client, PIO and the 
Contractor, will not be published. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by the Directiecomité [Management Committee] of Limburg.net on xx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Jacobs        W. Cremers 
Director of internal organisation      Chairman
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